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The Headlines: 

 Buckle up! 

 GME in the Cross-hairs? 

 PCORI Continue to Churn out the Work 

 SGR Repeal Nearly Across the Finish Line 

 SGIM Members Advocate on Capitol Hill Day 
 
Buckle up! 
 
The House and Senate are in recess the next two weeks, but expect plenty of 
action when lawmakers return to work.  
 
Just before leaving town the House and Senate managed to pass their 
respective budget blueprints for the next fiscal year, assigning spending limits 
for fiscal year 2016...and setting the stage for some pitched battles over national 
priorities. During debate over the fiscal framework, called the budget resolution, 
defense spending took the most time to resolve. In the end, both the House and 
Senate raised war spending to $96 billion and removed a requirement that the 
added cost be offset elsewhere.   
 

 



Both measures include so-called “reconciliation instructions,” calling for further 
changes in legislation in order to come up with additional budget savings later this 
year. The House budget resolution’s instructions are primarily aimed at 
dismantling the Affordable Care Act, while the Senate resolution calls for more 
modest modifications to the health reform law along with other legislative 
changes, including a scale-back of the food stamp program.  
 
But for those directives to be implemented will first require the two chambers to 
resolve the differences between their respective bills through a joint House-
Senate conference committee—something that hasn’t happened since 2009. 
 
If and when a compromise is struck, the final budget resolution will give the 
Appropriations committees the top-line numbers they need to begin work on 
individual appropriations bills—what’s likely to be the strongest test of the GOP 
leadership’s resolve to curtail domestic spending. 
 
GME in the Cross-hairs? 
 
In what may be a signal that Congress is ready to tackle GME reform, the House-
passed budget resolution includes what’s called a Deficit-neutral Reserve Fund for 
Graduate Medical Education. The provision reads as follows:  
 

SEC. 505. DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR GRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION. 

In the House, the chair of the Committee on the Budget may revise the allocations, 
aggregates, and other  budgetary levels in this concurrent resolution for any bill or joint 
resolution, or amendment thereto or conference report thereon, if such measure 
reforms, expands access to, and improves, as determined by such chair, graduate 
medical education programs, but only if such measure would not increase the deficit 
over the period of fiscal years 2016 through 2025. 

 
In and of themselves, reserve funds like this one are little more than message 
amendments at this point in the legislative process. Basically, what the GME 
reserve fund represents is a “sense of the House” that GME warrants further 
review, so long as any changes to the program do not increase spending or are at 
least paid for with additional revenues or spending cuts.  
 
But this could be a sign that Congress is finally willing to address the issue, 
perhaps as part of a larger budget deal at the end of the year.  



 
 
 
 
PCORI Continues to Churn Out the Work 

Later this month, SGIM members who are attending the Annual Meeting in 
Toronto will have the opportunity to be exposed to PCORI – if they have not been 
already so exposed. 

The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute will be involved in a specials 
series of programs at the meeting.  The highlight of their work will be a keynote 
presentation by PCORI Executive Director, Dr. Joe Selby on Thursday, April 23.  A 
family physicians and clinical epidemiologist, as well as a health services 
researcher of considerable renown, Dr. Selby has dedicated his career to 
improving patient care, clinical researcher and administration. 

The program is part of a two-year project designed to education SGIM members 
about PCORI-funded research and provide paths for better engagement in the 
PCORI research process by clinicians and clinician-educators.  As you look at the 
agenda for the meeting, you will find several opportunities to attend sessions on 
key related issues. 

As PCORI funding continues to grow (one of the few pots of research funding that 
is experiencing growth), members will want to pay close attention to the 
opportunities that present themselves.  More information about PCORI is 
available at www.pcori.org.  

SGR Repeal Nearly Across the Finish Line 
 
While we were all waiting for Congress to pass the 18th short term patch to the 
flawed sustainable growth rate (SGR), House leadership began negotiating a 
package to permanently repeal it behind closed doors.  The compromise that 
emerged included the bipartisan, bicameral repeal bill negotiated last Congress as 
well as a two-year extension of the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).  
Speaker of the House John Boehner and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi agreed to a 
package of offsets that would partially pay for the bill.   
 

http://www.pcori.org/


The package passed the House before they adjourned for a two week recess by a 
margin of 392-37.  However, the Senate did not act on the legislation before 
adjourning, leaving the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Service (CMS) to hold 
claims rather than process them with the 20.4 percent cut that takes effect on 
April 1.  The Senate will have one legislative day after recess to address this 
before CMS will have to implement the cut, and they are expected to pass the 
legislation upon their return even though some Democrats, including those on the 
Finance Committee, disapprove of the package because it extends CHIP for 2 
years, rather than 4.   
 
The legislation provides a 0.5 percent payment increases for Medicare physicians 
until 2019 and then maintains payment levels until 2015.  Additional 
reimbursement would be available to physicians who engage in quality 
improvement activities and transition to alternative payment models. 
 
SGIM Members Advocate on Capitol Hill Day 
 
On March 11, SGIM sent 75 physicians and medical students to Capitol Hill to 
advocate on behalf of the Society’s top priorities.  This was SGIM’s most 
successful Capitol Hill Day to date.  Advocates visited 57 House and Senate office 
to meet with health staffers, and in some cases, members of Congress to discuss 
funding for research and the future of primary care education and practice. 
 

On Wednesday, March 12, SGIM sent 62 physicians and medical students to the 
Hill to advocate on behalf of the Society’s top priorities. 

The Hill visits were timed well to advocate for the permanent repeal of the flawed 
SGR formula in advance of the 20.4 percent cut it mandated on April  1.  Members 
were able to share SGIM’s positions on reforming the payment system to support 
primary care.  News that House leadership was negotiating permanent repeal 
broke while SGIM members were on the Hill.  

Those who were new to advocacy were able to attend a special training session 
the evening before going to Capitol Hill during which participants reviewed the 
legislative process and SGIM’s “asks” of legislators.  All participants had the 
opportunity to hear Dr. Joe Selby, Executive Director of the Patient-Centered 
Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI), speak. 



After a full day of Capitol Hill visits, participants were energized by the positive 
reception they received.  For those of you who attended, remember Capitol Hill 
Day is the first step in building relationships with your members of Congress.  
Please do not forget to follow up and share SGIM’s position on issues that arise 
for the remainder of the congressional session.  We look forward to seeing you on 
the Hill again next March! 
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